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	Supplementary Reflections 

for the Local Stations of the Cross





( WHY CATHOLICS MAKE THE WAY OF THE CROSS?
Introduction:

Until the Resurrection of our Lord the crucifixion of criminals by the Romans was considered the most painful and most shameful punishment. So bad was the view of the Jews of those criminals that they may not even buried in old tomb because they would defile the tombs! And the behavior of the people who insulted the condemned men on the cross shows us how much they despise “those sinners”. Yet this is the means of punishment the Father allowed His Son to undertake in His sinlessness to show the world how much it has cause God to bring back to us SALVATION. Then, the cruel passion, the awesome death and the loneliness of burial ended in the glorious resurrection. It never happened before that a person dead and buried for days came back to life and so gloriously! The disciples could not believe at first. The experience was so new. Slowly they understood and experience the greatest joy in seeing Him alive again. They could not keep the good news to themselves! Still, they have to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit when they suddenly saw the full meaning of what Jesus was telling them. They were also given the courage to face even His enemies in their desire to bring all to Chris. And so powerful did the Spirit make them in their power to persuade people that thousands joined the Church from the first day.


( THE WAY OF THE CROSS

The early Christians hold very dearly the weekly remembrance of the time they saw Him alive again. They met together during the Day of the Lord and celebrated His memory. Then, seeing how the passion and the resurrection were one single inseparable event in the history of redemption they instituted a way of meditating on the mysteries by making the Stations of the Cross. 

The first stations were stops (that is what “station” mean really) which were places where certain happenings in the passion of Jesus occurred spread out for the duration of the Holy Week, they could afford to make long stops where they recall in detail what happened and fasted and prayed in acts of sorrow and atonement for the sins that made those horrible sufferings necessary. When the Church became free and recognized by the Empire they began to build Churches over these spots so that they became station churches to which pilgrims from all over the known world were coming to participate. The combined activities were: prayer, fasting, penances, meditations. Why?

Making the Stations of the Cross was seen as a way imbibing the Spirit of Lent - - the spirit of penance for one’s sinfulness which contributed to the passion of the Lord. It is also a means of deepening the faith because standing where Jesus stood and walked when in the proper disposition, inevitably brings about a sense of closeness to the Lord and a conversion of heart turning one away from worldly goods to seek that of the spirit. 

For those who lead the Church these times were fertile moments for evangelization so that the stations were later supplemented by mystery place in as much as many of the people do not have books but rely only from what they saw and heard.

It is the catechetical and evangelization possibilities that made the Church device the pictorial Stations of the Cross to be placed in or around the churches. Since the Catholic Faith had reached all the continents and most people cannot afford to go to the Holy Land for the Stations the practice of the FOURTEEN STATIONS came to be used as a means of getting into the spirit of Lent. 


( WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO ME?

Did I ever appreciate the Way of the Cross? What meaning did I see in it? Do I realize the importance of PRAYER, SELF DENIAL, (FASTING) REPARATION, and MEDITATION which are part of this devotion?


( HOW DO I LOVE YOU?  LET ME COUNT THE WAYS

We love to read love stories.  For this reason best sellers cannot be such unless there is a touch of romance woven into the story.  And incidentally today, Christian values are effectively eroded by romantic novels which sell the idea that it is all right to have sex with just anyone, that one shackled with a very sick, terminally ill spouse has the right to have sex with someone else, that it is all right to assist a sick person to die before his time.  How subtly these values are injected into these romantic novels sold by the thousands!  

Now, let us take a similar story the heir apparent to the kingdom was trained by the king to love being with ordinary subjects.  As he grew older and found good friends among the commoners the idea ripened that he would leave the palace and live among his people as an ordinary subject unknown to all but the king, of course.  So he settled as a stranger in one of the remote areas making a living as a farmer.  He raised vegetables and sold his harvest at the local market. He helped his neighbors to grow better crops, encouraged working together to give their village products easier access to the market.  After a time he went away.

  When he returned he knew some other ways of helping his village-folks.  Then jealous budding leaders began to antagonize their neighbors against the stranger.  They stole from his farm.  They blocked his efforts.  Finally, they expelled him.  He never explained himself.  He allowed them to abuse him.  And then he left, as they had wanted.  

The, the king declared himself too old to reign.  He announced the coronation of the king to reign his place.  Representatives from all the towns and villages came to the coronation.  And to the chagrin of the villagers they discovered that the stranger was actually, the prince.  Now king, they feared for their lives because of what they had done.  

Not romantic, eh?  Yes, not the sort that sells.  But maybe because of its ordinariness, the way of loving the prince had shown would not touch us unless it did happen to us.  And it did happen and continue to happen.  The Son became Man and lived among us working as an ordinary man: an artisan, a Jack-of-all- trades, a kapatas so that He had access to all households and understood our way of life to the full.  We often reject His presence, ungrateful of the helps He extends.  We crucify Him with our sins.  What about the day of reckoning?  What when we see that it was Him, all along, who has been working among us and we never knew…and it’s too late!

Now we shall contemplate the Way of the Cross as one way by which God shows us how much He loves us. Hopefully we shall hear in our hearts the Lord Himself asking us: “HOW MUCH DO I LOVE YOU?”  Here, look and see!  I took your human form becoming like you because I love you that much!  I live among you because I cannot allow Myself to be far from you.  I used My power to help you, why do you still long for the help of others?  Can’t you trust Me to lead you?  You ask for signs.  I willingly laid My life for you through the cruelest sufferings and death.  Look and listen well at the pictures and prayers the stations bring before you.  Could it be possible that you would   fail to see?  Can’t you feel that I love you that much?  “THIS IS MY BODY GIVEN FOR YOU” Do you receive Me in Holy Communion?  ‘THIS IS MY BODY FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD.” Don’t you want to share that more abundant life only I can offer?  Can you find a greater sign of love than this?

It’s a pity that for many the lure of the world is too strong, too loud.  But for those who are open to the Lord the din and temptations of the world cannot bother them.  So let us ask through these stations that we who seek the flavor of romantic love may see in God’s love for us the most heroic love affair ever.  And that we may be proud it is ours.


( THE FOLLY OF THE CROSS

The Way of the Cross is a prayerful memorial of the passion of Jesus where the Cross became the instrument by which He saved us through the unconditional obedience to the Father’s will that He assume our sinfulness and die in our place to bring us back to salvation. And, because we put faith in Jesus who died and rose again the Cross has become the sign of our faith.

 What is the cross? Ever heard of the man who, hearing the priest say, “Raise up your crosses that we may bless them,” promptly raised his wife? Well, okay, she was his cross. And in our experience whatever in this life which seems to weigh us down is considered a cross: our limited talents and capabilities, poverty, lack of preparation for tasks assigned to us, problems to solve, needs to be filled, people who are hard to deal with, sickness or old age, frustrations. Every human being meets these kinds of crosses. It is no monopoly to Catholics but only Catholics have the means of making the cross a saving help for all.

During the time of Christ, the cross was an instrument of torture and execution of non-Roman criminals, the most shameful and most difficult to hear, because the victims die slowly. So the Jews abhorred them, and they despised those who are condemned to the cross. But not after the Lord came to bear the cross for it became a means of obtaining salvation through Him. When He died on the cross it did become a life-giving Tree, the tree feared by Satan because it brought about his irrevocable defeat. When He was taken down from the cross, it became the symbol of the faith of Christians and the varied relationships to which good Christians are invited to assume: up, to God, down to all creation, and sideward to our fellow human beings. The cross also reminds us of the repeated opportunities by which we are faced with opportunities to exercise responsibly our freedom to choose.

Thus, because of Jesus, the cross assumed new meanings. St. Paul wrote “THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS IS COMPLETE ABSURDITY (FOOLISHNESS)” to those who are headed for ruin BUT TO US WHO ARE EXPERIENCING SALVATION. IT IS THE POWER OF GOD. Scripture says, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise and thwart the cleverness of the clever.” (1 Cor. 1:18f). Ang krus ang instrumentong  ginamit ni Jesus upang matupad ang kalooban ng Diyos para sa ating kaligtasan. The cross was made holy by His death on it. And by that death we are made capable of receiving everlasting life IF WE BELIEVE. For this reason we see the cross as God’s power to save. 

How can we live the cross and make it life-giving? Referring to the crosses of life that we cannot avoid bearing we must EMBRACE THEM, meaning: accept them cheerfully as gift from the Lord, fulfill our duties responsibly, seek relief but bear the pains uncomplainingly. Seek solutions to the problems but make the necessary steps to solve them honestly and hopefully IN THE NAME OF THE LORD. For when HE IS THE REASON the burden becomes light – He bears the heavier part. The activity becomes enjoyable with a pleasant outcome. Failures are left to the Lord’s good time and so they do not become frustrating. It may look foolish without the faith dimension. With faith it becomes a joyful participation in His passion and an effective means of reparation for our sins and those of others. Remember then: EMBRACE YOUR CROSS so it can carry you because the Lord carries the heavier part—99% in fact. Dare you complain when you are suffering only ONE PERCENT?

Don’t be ashamed of the cross. Only Catholics make the sign of the Cross. Loyally do it in private and in public when you need to. You are not yet in danger of being put to death for the faith. Beware. Jesus said, “If you are ashamed of Me I will be ashamed of you before My Father in heaven.” If you are ashamed of the cross, you are ashamed of Christ. The decision is yours. 

AND NOW LET US GO THROUGH ALL THE FIFTEEN STATIONS in reparation for those times when we seemed reluctant to show that we are proud of the symbol of our faith.   


( THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS AS ACTS OF PENANCE AND REPARATION

From the Song of the Servant of Yahweh in Isaiah 53 ( 4, -6, 9, 12 ) we discover that: IT WAS OUR INFIRMITIES THAT HE BORE, OUR SUFFERINGS THAT HE ENDURED. HE WAS PIERCED FOR OUR OFFENSES, CRUSHED FOR OUR SINS: UPON HIM WAS THE CHASTISEMENT THAT MAKES US WHOLE, BY HIS STIPES WE WERE HEALED!…THE LORD LAID UPON HIM THE GUILT OF US ALL. HE WAS CUT OFF FROM THE LAND OF THE LIVING AND SMITTEN FOR THE SINS OF HIS OWN PEOPLE…THROUGH HIS SUFFERING MY SERVANT WILL JUSTIFY MANY AND THEIR GUILT HE SHALL BEAR… AND SHALL TAKE AWAY THE SINS OF MANY ANSD WIN PARDON FOR THEIR OFFENSES! 

We must be forever grateful to God for the fact that Jesus offered to take upon Himself our sinfulness so that by what He bore we gained once again to the friendship of God, and the right to share His life as He wishes, IF WE CHOOSE TO BELIEVE ACTIVELY IN THE LORD!

However, God considers our freedom to be so important that He wills our cooperation in the work of our redemption and salvation. Thus, we read from St. Paul’s Letter to the Colossians (1:24 – 25, 29)

EVEN NOW I FIND JOY IN THE SUFFERING I ENDURE FOR YOU. IN MY FLESH I FILL UP WHAT IS LACKING IN THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST FOR THE SAKE OF HIS BODY, THE CHURCH. I BECAME A MINISTER OF THIS CHURCH THROUGH THE COMMISSION GOD GAVE ME TO PREACH AMONG YOU IS WORD IN ITS FULLNESS… FOR THIS WORK I STRUGGLE, IMPELLED BY THE ENERGY OF HIS WHICH IS SO POWERFUL A FORCE WITHIN ME.

From the two readings we see that voluntary acceptance of suffering – FOR THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN OBEDIENCE TO HIS WILL – is very effective in obtaining pardon from God because Jesus has already paved the way, by His atoning death and resurrection. His death and resurrection were undertaken by Him, including all the sufferings of the passion, to make up for our offenses, IN OBEDIENCE TO THE FATHER’S WILL. Two things then: voluntary acceptance of suffering, even death, and the motivation: THE WILL OF GOD. The second reading from Paul shows us that while Jesus did everything that HE SHOULD DO TO EFFECT SALVATION FOR ALL He wills that we accept our part of the bargain so WE MUST COMPLETE IN OUR SUFFERINGS undertaken by the commissioning of God and RECOGNIZING THAT HE HIMSELF EMPOWERS US… we may also do our reparation for our sins and those of the others because we all belong to one Body of Christ, the Church. For this reason Paul tells us that WE NEED TO COMPLETE what is LACKING! In what Jesus had done. He has won the game but WE MUST PROVIDE THE RAW SCORE by our efforts WHICH ARE ALSO EMPOWERED, THAT IS, IN COOPERATION WITH HIS PROMPTINGS, so that we have no reason whatsoever to be proud if we were saved because it is just the same the Lord who saves but HE WILL NOT TO SAVE US WITHOUT OUR PART IN THE SAVING WORK.

And neither will we be saved if we present ourselves before God alone. We can be saved together with the other members of the Body of Christ whom we labored to bring to salvation by our cooperation with God’s grace. Hence, the acts of penance and reparation are very important. 

On the other hand, personal acts of penance IN PREPARATION for sins, FOR THE LOVE OF GOD AND RECOGNIZING HIS EMPOWERMENT inevitably will bring us closer to God and to His Church make us strong against the temptations and the lures of the world and make it easier for us to know the Lord and live for Him.

Fasting, Abstinence, Almsgiving and Stations of the Cross are some of the means of self- denial and reparation. To do this we must join the Stations from beginning to the end, pay for the intention of the Pope, fulfill the requirement of confession and communion for the gaining of indulgences. 

Let us also offer every step, every pain when genuflecting at every station as prayers of reparation and penance even as we meditate on the passion to which we join all our sufferings today. God will not miss the good intentions and acts we offer Him each day.


( SIMON OF CYRENE, YESTERDAY AND TODAY

The Synoptic Gospels: Matthew, Mark and Luke’s all mention SIMON OF CYRENE as the man forced by the Romans to carry the cross of Christ. Luke, who sees his version as a means of forming disciples of Christ reports it this way: AS THEY LED (JESUS) AWAY THEY LAID HOLD OF ONE SIMON THE CYRENEAN WHO WAS COMING FROM THE FIELDS. THEY PUT A CROSSBEAM ON SIMON’S SHOULDER FOR HIM TO CARRY ALONG BEHIND JESUS (23:26). Only Luke mentioned that Simon carried the cross OF JESUS following Jesus as he walked to Golgotha. Why? Because all disciples of Jesus are called to take up their cross and follow in His footsteps – that is, imitate His examples.

Who was Simon of Cyrene? Factually, Simon of Cyrene must have been a Jew who grew in Cyrene in Northern Africa, now Libya but has moved near Jerusalem where he worked as a farmer. As he happened to pas by when the way of the cross was about to start – not the devotional one but the original way – the Via Dolorosa -- from Jerusalem to the execution hill: Golgotha, -- the Roman soldiers saw him and commanded him to carry for Jesus, not the whole cross but the customary crossbeam that was tied over the shoulders of the victim rendering it very difficult to balance and still walk up or downhill as the road must have been. Since Jesus was weakened by lack of sleep, hunger and the loss of blood from the scourging, the soldiers were afraid they would be deprived of having the pleasure of crucifying Jesus so that they forced Simon to carry the beam on his shoulder AFTER JESUS. Luke made this clear because he saw in Simon of Cyrene the ideal disciple. 

What is the ideal disciple? Like Cyrene, maybe uninvolved in the beginning but the Lord arranged the circumstances so that he gets involved and obeys Jesus’ command: WHOEVER WISHES TO BECOME MY FOLLOWER MUST DENY HIS VERY SELF, TAKE UP HIS CROSS DAILY, AND FOLLOW IN MY STEPS. (Lk. 9:23) thus Luke is careful to add that Simon carried the crossbeam after Jesus, following His footsteps – literally it means living by His example. Once we have assumed the carrying of the cross after Jesus we shall experience consolations which made Simon a follower of Christ and we know that he did not just follow, his family became among the known leaders of the early Church. (Mk. 15:21) That was Simon of Cyrene historically.

In the Spiritual life we all have our Simon of Cyrene: one who helps us bear our daily cross joyfully, in the Lord. Our Simon is no less than the Lord Jesus Himself who, in recruiting us to bear the cross after Him actually bears 99% of the weight, of the problems, and leaves us only1% to accomplish. But this effort is only known to those who have kept themselves close to Him and followed His footsteps, as He had said.

We, too, are the means by which our Simon of Cyrene helps others to bear their daily crosses by making us messengers of consolation to them. It is in bearing our own crosses courageously and joyfully that we are able to find the time, and the means to become Simon of Cyrene of our brothers and sisters, some of them in our families, who stagger under the weight of their crosses.

St. Paul tells us, “HELP CARRY ONE ANOTHER’S BURDENS, IN THAT WAY YOU WILL FULFILL THE LAW OF CHRIST. (Ga. 6:2) Everyone SHOULD BEAR HIS OWN RESPONSIBILITY (6:5) WHILE WE HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY LET US DO GOOD TO ALL MEN – BUT ESPECIALLY THOSE OF THE HOUSEHOLD OF THE FAITH. (6:10)

Imagine the great privilege of Simon of Cyrene: It was God Himself for whom he bore the cross! But we are no less fortunate. Whether we help another to bear His cross, or we willing bear and embrace our own duties and problems, IT IS THE LORD’S CROSS because by it He offers us the opportunity to share in His salvific mission in the world TODAY. He has called us to be Simons and unfailingly He provides us the wisdom and strength to carry it through where we are supposed to bring it, unto his or her liberation. LET US APPRECIATE EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO BE OF HELP TO OTHERS FOR: WHATEVER YOU DO TO THE LEAST OF MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS YOU DO IT TO ME. (Mt. 25:40) 


( THE INCARNATION, PASSSION-DEATH AND RESURRECTION ARE FACETS 

OF ONE INDIVIDIBLE MYSTERY

Because God in Himself is perfectly happy and incapable of suffering, when the appointed time had come GOD SENT HIS SON BORN OF A WOMAN, BORN UNDER THE LAW (Gal. 4:4) – He  assumed the human form with the aid of Mary, His human mother. And St. Paul adds in his letter to the Philippians: HE EMPTIED HIMSELF TAKING THE FORM OF A SLAVE BEING BORN IN THE LIKENESS OF MEN. THUS HE HUMBLED HIMSELF OBEDIENTLY ACCEPTING DEATH, DEATH ON THE CROSS (Phil. 2:7f). This means it was not enough that He took the form of man, but the Son left all power and glory, without reserve, leaving only His identity as Son which He can never give us, and He assumed the humble form of a servant – one who is not accorded all the respect and privileges in human society so that He could experience fully the human state of life, including the ability to suffer.

In this condition after having done only what is good for them, the envy and jealousy of the insecure of society condemned Him to so much suffering, rejection, insults, and finally, death. He obediently subjected Himself to human power to save all of mankind and the whole creation. 

Yes, His passion, death, and burial took more than a day, and His resurrection was made known on the third day after He was buried. But these events are ONE EVENT: REDEMPTION. They belong inseparably together. You see, all that He went through in the passion would be meaningless and useless IF He did not rise again to New Life. Or if we stay with the resurrection alone because it shed light on everything Jesus said and did, we must remember that UNLESS THE PERSON DIED AND WAS BURIED HE COULD NOT RISE FROM THE DEAD! Thus Good Friday and Easter Sunday are inseparable because they give meaning to each other. Let us, then, not fall again into the error of focusing only on the cross or on the dead Christ (Santo Intierro) because they only have meaning when taken together with the Resurrection. And the resurrection itself is incomplete without the Ascension or Exaltation to power. Thus, in the least chapter of Matthew, Jesus claims: ALL POWERS IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO ME. GO, THEREFORE … Thus empowered again, Jesus shares His power with His disciples.

The truth of this unity of the Passion – Resurrection is proven by the fact that basically, when we speak of the passion the speaker tries to remind us that all is not lost because Christ is slave and is eager to share with us this risen life.

Since the resurrection of Jesus, death took on new meaning. Now we are sure that there is life after death on earth, beyond the grave. What we do takes on new meaning and death itself begins to be the door to a better life, a coming home to the Father, the point of arrival after a long journey. It is because Christ, the First fruits from the dead promises to share with us this new life.

We cannot boast of empty tombs for ourselves because our bodies end in corruption, dead bones. But WE AWAIT HIS RETURN IN GLORY because on that day BODIES WILL RISE AGAIN and body and soul will partake of the reward or punishment they both deserve, for ever. All this depends upon how we avail of god’s invitation to cooperate with Him in the process of our own salvation.

TODAY, LET US CONTEMPLATE MORE DEEPLY THE WAY OF THE CROSS … SEE THE SUFFERING HUMANITY OF JESUS, THE PAINS, SORROWS HE BORE, HIS DEATH AND BURIAL WHICH MAKES HIM TOTALLY ONE WITH US AND THEN HIS GLORIOUS RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION TO POWER! Let us rejoice in the thought of the beautiful life the Lord reserves for those who take Him seriously.


( ONCE I AM LIFTED UP I WILL DRAW ALL TO MYSELF (Jn. 12:32)
While in the Synoptic Gospels Jesus did a triple – prediction of His Passion, in John we do not have them. Instead we find a triple mention of “when I am lifted up” (Jn. 3:14; 8:28; 12:32). A triple repetition of an idea, in the Bible is a way of stressing the importance of the message. Hence, it is not accidental that the idea comes into the picture when it did but Jesus was taking an opportunity to make known the complex meaning of the parabolic “lifting up”. At first He compares the lifting up to that incident in the desert when Israelites bitten by venomous snakes were saved from death they looked up and gazed at the bronze serpent which God asked Moses to make and hang on a pole for the purpose. This was an image of Christ who saves from the power of sin these who look to Him for help. Next Jesus claims that when He is lifted up they would know that I AM. He hinted to His listeners that He is Yahweh Himself, who would be manifested as such when He is LIFTED UP. And finally, as the crowds were wondering about a voice from heaven that they seemed to have heard Jesus asserts: ONCE I AM LIFTED UP FROM THE EARTH = = I WILL DRAW MEN TO MYSELF.” The three references, of course, have shades of meaning that complement each other so that after the three have been expressed we get a full view of His claim: The first refers to His being LIFTED UP on the cross when He would be source of healing and reconciliation for all. The second indicates that in His humanity He had descended to the depth of being SERVANT but when He is LIFTED UP -- hinting at glorification and ascension into power, they would recognize Him for who He really is: YAHWEH HIMSELF. And at the third instance being lifted from the earth refers to His resurrection when He rises from the grave and appears as the glorious powerful Risen Lord whose resurrection would be the irresistible force that would attract peoples and nations to Himself, into His Church.

Jesus spoke with longing for the coming of the Hour when He would be lifted up. We know that the lifting up on the cross was His painful humiliation as He allows Himself to be “BAPTIZED” meaning swamped over, or overwhelmed, by the hostile powers of the world spearheading by the Evil One. Yet, because He came to be a RANSOM FOR MANY He saw His crucifixion as the necessary step to glory. He had to die He could come into His glory. Because he saw Himself as the GO’EL who would ransom His brothers from the slavery to sin or from the sting of the snake, Satan, He was eager for the coming of his LIFTING UP even that of the cross. While His humanity balked at the pains He would undergo and the futility of them in the lives of those who would continue to reject Him, He longed for it.

His coming to earth as man was also a means by which Yahweh wanted to be PRESENT AMONG HIS PEOPLE and KNOWN TO THEM FOR WHO HE IS: THEIR FATHER. Thus, Jesus, in the midst of a dispute with His enemies and detractors asserts WHEN YOU LIFT UP THE SON OF MAN YOU WILL COME TO REALIZE THAT I AM AND THAT I DO NOTHINGBY MYSELF.” When He is on the cross and dies on it they would inevitably see the sign that He is God and that His coming was by the power of Yahweh Himself. Their problem is that even then they would not believe so they will die in their sins. It is paradoxical that in the midst of the horrible torments of the crucifixion the truth of HIS GLORY AND POWER WOULD BE SHOWN so that what was expected to be His defeat will actually be His Victory over His enemies: the devil and those who chose to reject Him to the end. Thus, the lifting up on the cross becomes His victory and glorification.

I WILL DRAW MEN TO HIMSELF. Isaiah 52:13: “SEE, MY SERVANT SHALL PROSPER, HE SHALL BE RAISED HIGH AND GREATLY EXALTED (GLORIFIED). The coming of the Greeks to join the Jews in worship was the first of the harvest. Like the seed which must fall to the ground and die in order to produce much fruit, He must be lifted up on the cross so that by His death would come to Him and be saved.

Lent reminds us that we too, must be willing to suffer when it crosses our way and that being close to Christ as He was close to the Father we too, would find our sanctification or salvation even through what we willingly suffer. The more intense is our Good Friday, the more glorious our Easter.▪
