Novena in preparation to the Feast of 

Jesus Good Shepherd 
Introduction

Dearest Sisters,

With the Novena which will unite us in prayer in preparation for the Solemnity of Jesus Good Shepherd on the Fourth Sunday of Easter, this year we want to entrust to the Lord the next General Chapter and join in the prayer intentions of Pope Benedict XVI for the month May: “That those working in communication media may respect the truth, solidarity, and dignity of all people and that the Lord may help the Church in China persevere in fidelity to the Gospel and grow in unity.”  Let us renew our faith and love in the Risen Jesus who continues to bring Life to each of us and within the human family, always more needy to rediscover the joy and beauty of the full meaning of Life.

We continue to make our own the desire of Jesus Good Shepherd: “I came that they may have life and life in abundance!” (Jn 10:10)

First Day
6 May

“I remind you to stir into flame the gift of God  that you have”
Invocation to the Holy Spirit
Word of God (2 Tim 1:6-11)

For this reason, I remind you to stir into flame the gift of God  that you have through the imposition of my hands. For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather of power and love and self-control. So do not be ashamed of your testimony to our Lord, nor of me, a prisoner for his sake; but bear your share of hardship for the gospel with the strength that comes from God. He saved us and called us to a holy life, not according to our works but according to his own design and the grace bestowed on us in Christ Jesus before time began, but now made manifest through the appearance of our savior Christ Jesus, who destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, for which I was appointed preacher and apostle and teacher. 

From the Magistery of the Church
The church must fulfill its mission by following the footsteps of Jesus and adopting his attitudes (cf. Mat 9:35-36). Though he was Lord, he made himself servant and obedient even to death on the cross (cf. Phil 2:8); though he was rich, he chose to be poor for us (cf. 2 Cor 8:9), showing us the path of our calling as disciples and missionaries. In the Gospel we learn the sublime lesson of being poor following Jesus, himself poor (cf. Lk 6:20; 9:58), and that of proclaiming the Gospel of peace with no purse or staff, placing our trust neither in money nor in the power of this world (cf. Lk 1:4 ff). God’s generosity is manifested in the generosity of missionaries; the gratuitous character of the gospel is shown in the gratuitousness of apostles. (Aparecida, 31)

From the preaching of Blessed Alberione

The gift of vocation is gratuitous but it corresponds to vacation that is given only to one who prays. If you want to correspond to the divine inspiration and divine plans, it is necessary to pray always, assiduously, well. God grants to those who ask.

The Good Shepherd is a model of the Pastorina. In what ministry did Jesus the Good Shepherd apply himself? Study them to learn them, to imitate them and practice them.

The apostolate is preaching, work, sacrifice and prayer. The Lord preached, educated, warned, threatened, comforted. He always preached until the end and even on the cross. (PrP IV, 1949, p. 181)

From the Rule of Life 36

To the Father who calls us

and who in the Spirit consecrates us,

we respond with the gift of ourselves

expressed in our dedication to pastoral

and in the public profession 

of the evangelical counsels

lived in common life.
Prayer: First part of the Chaplet to Jesus Good Shepherd
Second Day
7 May

“To know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge” 
Invocation to the Holy Spirit 

Word of God (Eph. 3:14-19)
For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that he may grant you in accord with the riches of his glory to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inner self, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

From the Magistery of the Church
Dear brothers and sisters, let us look at Christ pierced on the Cross! He is the unsurpassing revelation of God's love, a love in which eros and agape, far from being opposed, enlighten each other. On the Cross, it is God himself who begs the love of his creature: He is thirsty for the love of every one of us. The Apostle Thomas recognized Jesus as "Lord and God" when he put his hand into the wound of his side. Not surprisingly, many of the saints found in the Heart of Jesus the deepest expression of this mystery of love. One could rightly say that the revelation of God's eros toward man is, in reality, the supreme expression of his agape. In all truth, only the love that unites the free gift of oneself with the impassioned desire for reciprocity instils a joy which eases the heaviest of burdens. Jesus said: "When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men to myself" (Jn 12: 32). The response the Lord ardently desires of us is above all that we welcome his love and allow ourselves to be drawn to him. Accepting his love, however, is not enough. We need to respond to such love and devote ourselves to communicating it to others. Christ "draws me to himself" in order to unite himself to me, so that I learn to love the brothers with his own love. (Benedict XVI, Message for Lent 2007)

From the preaching of Blessed Alberione

We ask for this: to progress. Then there is full conformity with the will of God and by this instrument of piety and deep and sincere piety, not like that of yesterday, the day before yesterday, last year: improved!

Souls that are improving. And how little by little they know how to talk about spiritual things! And how slowly they say the right words to souls! And it is the good way because Jesus Christ is the true Master. And He is the only Master. Then learn from him how he behaved. Read, read the Holy Gospel and penetrate it in the individual parts in individual verses. So progress, but in progressing in piety. (AAP 1962, 549).

From the Rule of Life 37

Our whole life’s intention

is to follow Jesus Good Shepherd 

who gave himself completely

to the proclamation of the kingdom,

loving to the extent of giving up his own life,

unfettered by this world’s goods

faithful to the Father’s will

so as to bring all men together

into one redeemed people.

Prayer: Second part of the Chaplet to Jesus Good Shepherd
Third Day
8 May

“God, who is rich in mercy, because of the great love he had for us …”

Invocation to the Holy Spirit 

Word of God (Eph. 2:4-10)
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of the great love he had for us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, brought us to life with Christ  (by grace you have been saved), raised us up with him, and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God; it is not from works, so no one may boast. For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that God has prepared in advance, that we should live in them. 

From the Magistery of the Church
John Paul II reminds consecrated persons that living spirituality means first of all starting afresh from the person of Christ, true God and true man, present in his Word, “the first source of all spirituality”. Holiness is inconceivable without a renewed listening to the word of God. In Novo Millennio Ineunte, we read: “It is especially necessary that listening to the Word of God should become a life giving encounter... which draws from the biblical text the living Word which questions, directs and shapes our lives”. It is there, in fact, where the Master reveals himself and educates the mind and the heart: It is there that the vision of faith matures, learning to look at reality and events through the eyes of God, to the point of having “the mind of Christ” (1Cor 2:16). […]

The Word of God is nourishment for life, for prayer and for the daily journey, the principle which unifies the community in oneness of thought, the inspiration for ongoing renewal and apostolic creativity. The Second Vatican Council had already indicated that the first great principle of renewal is a return to the Gospel. […]

Nourished by the word, made new, free and conformed to the Gospels, consecrated men and women can be authentic servants of the Word in the task of evangelization. This is how they carry out a priority for the Church at the beginning of the new millennium: “we must rekindle in ourselves the impetus of the beginnings and allow ourselves to be filled with the ardour of the apostolic preaching which followed Pentecost”. (Starting Afresh from Christ, 24)
From the preaching of Blessed Alberione

To have the heart of Jesus. What did Jesus love? “Here's my heart, which has loved men and did not spare nothing for them.” The love of the Father, his love to the Father. He always sought his glory: “I am not seeking my own glory, but the glory of him who sent me” [cf. Jn 7:18,30], that is the heavenly Father and love of neighbor: “Behold this heart which has loved men so much and has spared nothing for them.” Here then, is the heart of Jesus that is placed upon us. Replace our heart. Our mind then is replaced, our will is replaced, our heart is replaced Vivit vero in me Christus [Gal 2:20], since He is truth, He is holiness, He is way. He is everything: way, truth and life, yes! (AAP 1964, 443)

From the Rule of Life 30

Each day we set aside one hour

for adoration of the Eucharistic,

reading the Word of God, 

comparing our life with that

of Jesus the Good Shepherd,

in fervent and trustful prayer.

In the half-hour daily meditation,

we deepen our knowledge 

and our dialogue with the Lord.

We pray morning and evening the Liturgy of the Hours,

Lauds and Vespers, in order to express

the ecclesial sense of the prayer and to enrich

the spiritual tradition of our Congregation.

Prayer: Third part of the Chaplet to Jesus Good Shepherd
Fourth Day
9 May

“Whoever is in Christ is a new creation” 

Invocation to the Holy Spirit 

Word of God (2 Cor. 5:14-18)
For the love of Christ impels us, once we have come to the conviction that one died for all; therefore, all have died. He indeed died for all, so that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. Consequently, 11 from now on we regard no one according to the flesh; even if we once knew Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know him so no longer. So whoever is in Christ is a new creation: the old things have passed away; behold, new things have come. And all this is from God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ and given us the ministry of reconciliation, 

From the Magistery of the Church
Easter morning brings us news that is ancient yet ever new: Christ is risen! The echo of this event, which issued forth from Jerusalem twenty centuries ago, continues to resound in the Church, deep in whose heart lives the vibrant faith of Mary, Mother of Jesus, the faith of Mary Magdalene and the other women who first discovered the empty tomb, and the faith of Peter and the other Apostles. (…)

The resurrection of Christ is not the fruit of speculation or mystical experience: it is an event which, while it surpasses history, nevertheless happens at a precise moment in history and leaves an indelible mark upon it. (…)

Just as the sun’s rays in springtime cause the buds on the branches of the trees to sprout and open up, so the radiance that streams forth from Christ’s resurrection gives strength and meaning to every human hope, to every expectation, wish and plan. Hence the entire cosmos is rejoicing today, caught up in the springtime of humanity, which gives voice to creation’s silent hymn of praise. The Easter Alleluia, resounding in the Church as she makes her pilgrim way through the world, expresses the silent exultation of the universe and above all the longing of every human soul that is sincerely open to God, giving thanks to him for his infinite goodness, beauty and truth.

“In your resurrection, O Christ, let heaven and earth rejoice.” To this summons to praise, which arises today from the heart of the Church, the “heavens” respond fully: the hosts of angels, saints and blessed souls join with one voice in our exultant song. In heaven all is peace and gladness. But alas, it is not so on earth! Here, in this world of ours, the Easter alleluia still contrasts with the cries and laments that arise from so many painful situations: deprivation, hunger, disease, war, violence. Yet it was for this that Christ died and rose again! He died on account of sin, including ours today, he rose for the redemption of history, including our own. (Benedict XVI, Urbi et Orbi Message Easter 2011)

From the preaching of Blessed Alberione

These days, Jesus will speak to you, invites you to total conversion, wants all your heart for Himself, it is time to give it to him, he wants that you not only be holy, but also apostles. [...] Individual sanctification, improving your spiritual life, expressed in individual intentions. Sanctification of souls through the exercise of the apostolate expressed in the program which you will want to practice so as to improve the apostolate itself. (PrP II, 1957, pp.161-162)

From the Rule of Life 17 

Through the grace of the Lord Jesus

it has been given to us

to live out our pastoral consecration

in common life

so as to be a visible sign

that all human beings are called to fellowship

and to reconciliation in Chirst.

Prayer: Fourth part of the Chaplet to Jesus Good Shepherd
Fifth Day
10 May

“Be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and put on  the new self”

Invocation to the Holy Spirit
Word of God (Eph. 4:20-24)
That is not how you learned Christ, assuming that you have heard of him and were taught in him, as truth is in Jesus, that you should put away the old self of your former way of life, corrupted through deceitful desires, and be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and put on  the new self, created in God's way in righteousness and holiness of truth. 

From the Magistery of the Church
Dear brothers and sisters, may you be assiduous listeners to the word, because all wisdom concerning life comes from the word of the Lord! May you seek the word, through lectio divina, since consecrated life “is born from hearing the word of God and embracing the Gospel as its rule of life. A life devoted to following Christ in his chastity, poverty and obedience thus becomes a living ‘exegesis’ of God’s word. The Holy Spirit, in whom the Bible was written, is the same Spirit who illumines the word of God with new light for the Founders and Foundresses. Every charism and every Rule springs from it and seeks to be an expression of it, thus opening up new pathways of Christian living marked by the radicalism of the Gospel”.
Today, especially in the more developed societies, we live in a condition often marked by a radical plurality, by the progressive marginalization of religion in the public sphere and by relativism which touches the fundamental values. This demands that our Christian witness be luminous and consistent and that our educational effort be ever more attentive and generous. 

May your apostolic action, in particular, dear brothers and sisters, become a commitment of life that with persevering enthusiasm attains to Wisdom as truth and as beauty, the “splendour of the truth”. May you, with the wisdom of your life and with trust in the inexhaustible possibilities of true education, guide the minds and hearts of the men and women of our time towards a “good life according to the Gospel”. (Benedict XVI, Message on the occasion of the Day of Consecrated Life 2011)

From the preaching of Blessed Alberione

Begin to do the apostolate well, begin to study well, begin to pray well, begin to observe obedience well, begin to observe chastity well, begin to observe poverty well, begin with a greater virtue of prudence, goodness, charity, with a greater strength, greater moderation, greater love toward neighbor, a greater dedication to souls. Begin! In patience, humility and submission. Begin. Let us not allow God’s grace to fall in emptiness, no! Accept the graces of God as the Lord offers them to us. (AAP 1957, 574)

From the Rule of Life 47

To this end,

in carrying out our apostolate

we are to awaken consciences

to the demands of social justice

made by the Gospel

to bring about in people

a change of mind

and of attitude.
Prayer: Fifth part of the Chaplet to Jesus Good Shepherd
Sixth Day
11 May

“We appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain”

Invocation to the Holy Spirit 

Word of God (2 Cor 6:1-8)

Working together, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For he says: "In an acceptable time  I heard you, and on the day of salvation I helped you." Behold, now is a very acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We cause no one to stumble 4 in anything, in order that no fault may be found with our ministry; on the contrary, in everything we commend ourselves as ministers of God, through much endurance, in afflictions, hardships, constraints, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, vigils, fasts; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, in a holy spirit, in unfeigned love, in truthful speech, in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness at the right and at the left; through glory and dishonor, insult and praise. 

From the Magistery of the Church
Hence, we Christians must start over from Christ, from contemplation of Him who has revealed to us in his mystery, the complete fulfillment of the human vocation and its meaning. We need to become docile disciples, to learn from Him, in following him, the dignity and fullness of life. We likewise need to be consumed by missionary zeal, to bring to the heart of the culture of our time that unifying and full meaning of human life that neither science, nor politics, nor economics, nor the media can provide. In Christ the Word, God’s Wisdom (cf. 1 Cor. 1:30), culture can again find its center and depth, from which reality may be viewed with all its aspects together, discerning them in the light of the Gospel and granting to each its place and proper dimension. (Aparecida, 41) 

From the preaching of Blessed Alberione

In general, I see that you find joy in your apostolate, not that you are already perfect, only God is perfect.

If there will be a group of souls who live in fervor and joy, there will be no need of a lot of preaching or scolding and observations, but only a few warning to indicate, then you will the rest do by yourselves. Therefore what facility in formation and what in throughout the life of the institute. If you gaze there, progress will be in each one and in all. So even those who do not want to go are dragged, especially the aspirants and vocations, who learn more by example than by words.

The ideal is to form a solid and strong group because example is alive and active. You may find difficulty in recollection, it’s alright, but take one step at a time. Walk with constancy, quietly and without unnecessary break (PrP IX, 1960, pp. 51-52).

From the Rule of Life 19 

In spirit of the faith and charity

we treat each other

with respect and trust

becoming ourselves a gift

of correction and encouragement,

of friendship and forgiveness. 
From the Directory 19.1 

We accept each Sister in the community as a gift. Peacefull, friendly and cordial living together makes common life a real comfort in time of suffering, a source of encouragement in time of difficulty, a serene sharing in times of joy, in accord with St. Paul’s bidding: “Carry each other’s troubles and fulfil the law of Christ” (Ga. 6:2).

Prayer to Jesus Good Shepherd 
Seventh Day
12 May

“Bear your share of hardship”

Invocation to the Holy Spirit 

Word of God (2 Tim 2:3-13)

Bear your share of hardship along with me like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. To satisfy the one who recruited him, a soldier does not become entangled in the business affairs of life. Similarly, an athlete cannot receive the winner's crown except by competing according to the rules. The hardworking farmer ought to have the first share of the crop. Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything. Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David: such is my gospel, for which I am suffering, even to the point of chains, like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. Therefore, I bear with everything for the sake of those who are chosen, so that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, together with eternal glory. This saying is trustworthy: If we have died with him we shall also live with him; if we persevere we shall also reign with him. But if we deny him he will deny us. If we are unfaithful he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself. 

From the Magistery of the Church
Therefore it is necessary to adhere ever more closely to Christ, the centre of consecrated life and once again take up the path of conversion and renewal which, like the initial experience of the apostles, before and after the resurrection, was a starting afresh from Christ. Yes, one must start afresh from Christ because it was from him that the first disciples started in Galilee; from him, that throughout history men and women of every status and culture, consecrated by the Spirit in the strength of their call, have started out; for him they have left family and homeland, following him unconditionally, making themselves available for the announcement of the Kingdom and doing good for all (cf. Acts 10:38). 

The awareness of one's own poverty and fragility and the greatness of the call have often resulted in the repetition of the words of the apostle Peter, “Leave me Lord, I am a sinful man” (Lk 5:8). And yet God's gift was stronger than human weakness. In fact, it is Christ who has made himself present in the communities of those who throughout the centuries have gathered in his name, he taught them about himself and about his Spirit, he oriented them towards the Father, he guided them along the streets of the world to encounter brothers and sisters, he made them instruments of his love and builders of his Kingdom in communion with all the other vocations in the Church. 

Consecrated persons can and must start afresh from Christ because he himself first came to them and accompanied them on the path (cf. Lk. 24:13-22). Their life is the proclamation of the primacy of grace.64 Without Christ they can do nothing (cf. Jn 15:5); however, in him who gives strength they can do all (cf. Phil 4:13). (Starting Afresh from Christ, 21)

From the preaching of Blessed Alberione

Rise. Which means: one day take tough decisions. Yes, decisions which are inspired by God, decisions that you want to confirm and repeat every morning: I begin today! Today I begin.

I'm not going to say much: study, obey, being in order, do this or that thing that is set to you, but I am saying, sanctification! If you are not holy, who will you be? You will be in the parishes as small lamps: small lamps, which are struggling to remain inflamed anew. Flames that are still alive, but do not send light in two meters away. “Let your light shine before men and that they may see” (Mt 5:16). They see charity love of God, love for souls. Not small lamps! “You are the light of the world” (Mt 5:14). It’s light that shines! There are sisters who have a bright light that spreads even from a distance. (AAP 1962, 666.668)
From the Rule of Life 42 

The indispensable times

of difficulty and trial

mark our life with the mystery of the Cross

and give us the opportunity

of renewing our fidelity

to God and to the local Church.
Prayer: The “Pact” or “Secret of Success”
Eighth Day
13 May
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly”

Invocation to the Holy Spirit
Word of God (Col. 3:12-17)

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if one has a grievance against another; as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do. And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of perfection. And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which you were also called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

From the Magistery of the Church
When one starts afresh from Christ the spirituality of communion becomes a strong and solid spirituality of disciples and apostles of his Kingdom. For consecrated persons this means committing themselves in service to their brothers and sisters in whom they recognize the face of Christ. In the exercise of this apostolic mission being and doing are inseparable because the mystery of Christ constitutes the absolute base for all pastoral action.  “The contribution of consecrated persons, both men and women, to evangelization is, first of all, the witness of a life given totally to God and to their brothers and sisters, imitating the Saviour who, out of love for humanity, made himself a servant”. Consecrated persons do not limit themselves to giving only part of their time but rather give their whole life to participating in the mission of the Church. (Starting Afresh from Christ, 34)

From the preaching of Blessed Alberione

Purification, prayer, incessant spiritual struggle. A soul can be a time under the obsession of the devil, being crushed by a pile of bad thoughts and sentiments, while at other times is carried by distraction that damages all. (...) A day full of fervor, one day on the ground like many rags. (...) You should not be scared by sins as much as the half will. (...)

Between two things clear, choose the one that mortifies more the love of self, your views, your desires. Oh, but if you are flatter yourselves instead, thinking of doing much, you will never progress. You’ll go that far inasmuch as you will strive. And do not get tired of fighting thinking of the beautiful paradise awaits you. We say to the Lord to put us at least among the number of beginners, starting today. (...)

One who is indolent has only many desires; they are flowers without fruit. What is lacking in us? Strength. And how is it obtained? With prayer. If you would have prayed more, you would have had more energy. One who is weak, can not even look up. Courage! We must pray to be strong. The Lord is merciful in giving to certain daughters who are more weak the grace to make such progress which is not seen in the strongest persons humanly. Oh, pray! And the Lord will give grace. It deals with beginning not tomorrow but today! (PrP III, 1941, p. 45)

From the Rule of Life 28 

Everyday,

as individuals and as a community,

we are to listen to

and to contemplate the Word,

so as to learn how

to discern the will of God

and the signs of the times,

following Jesus’ own example who often
went off to a lenely place to pray.
Prayer to the Most Holy Trinity (Prayers of the Pauline Family)
Ninth Day
14 May
“Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel”

Invocation to the Holy Spirit
Word of God (1 Cor 9:16-23)

If I preach the gospel, this is no reason for me to boast, for an obligation has been imposed on me, and woe to me if I do not preach it! If I do so willingly, I have a recompense, but if unwillingly, then I have been entrusted with a stewardship. What then is my recompense? That, when I preach, I offer the gospel free of charge so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel. Although I am free in regard to all, I have made myself a slave to all so as to win over as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew to win over Jews; to those under the law I became like one under the law--though I myself am not under the law--to win over those under the law. To those outside the law I became like one outside the law--though I am not outside God's law but within the law of Christ--to win over those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, to win over the weak. I have become all things to all, to save at least some. All this I do for the sake of the gospel, so that I too may have a share in it. 

From the Magistery of the Church
On the occasion of the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000, at the beginning of a new millennium of the Christian era Venerable John Paul II forcefully reaffirmed the need to renew the commitment to bear the proclamation of the Gospel to everyone, sharing “the enthusiasm of the very first Christians”.

It is the most precious service that the Church can render to humanity and to all individuals who are seeking the profound reasons to live their life to the full. This same invitation therefore resonates every year during the celebration of World Mission Day. Continuous proclamation of the Gospel, in fact, also invigorates the Church, her fervour and her apostolic spirit. It renews her pastoral methods so that they may be ever better suited to the new situations — even those which require a new evangelization — and enlivened by missionary zeal: “missionary activity renews the Church, revitalizes faith and Christian identity, and offers fresh enthusiasm and new incentive. Faith is strengthened when it is given to others! It is in commitment to the Church's universal mission that the new evangelization of Christian peoples will find inspiration and support”. (Benedict XVI, World Mission Day Message 2011)

From the preaching of Blessed Alberione 

What is the preoccupation, the biggest concern? That you may be saints, that you correspond to the extraordinary graces, that you’re truly generous. Sanctify the day, to sanctify the months and your life, because life is made of days. Loving the Lord every day, the week is sanctified, and so the whole of life is sanctified.

St. Charles Borromeo had this principle in starting the day: today I want to be good. We live each day as if it were the last of our life. To have a good start of the day ensures graces for the day. Start and end the day as we would like to start and end life. (...)

Pastorelle, leave everything, but do not set aside the meditation. Leave aside communion, but do not leave aside the meditation and the examination of conscience. Faith supplies the senses. Your family will become big in the measure that you will become holy. At times we are so distracted that we are not even able to receive graces. The greatest concern of the Institute is your holiness. (PrP V, 1952, pp. 179-180)

From the Rule of Life 35

We invoke the apostles Peter and Paul

as pastors of the Church

and our models in the apostolate

to help us to live

in Christ and of Christ 

becoming, freely and joyfully,

“all things to all persons”

in pastoral charity.
Prayer for Vocations (Prayers of the Pauline Family)
Sisters of Jesus Good Shepherd “Pastorelle”
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